
 
 

KS2 History – Remembrance Day 
Understanding WWI memorials to women 

 
This lesson will highlight to children the features of World War I memorials. The 
children will place WWI into the correct time period. They will learn that women died in 
WWI and that there are memorials in Britain to commemorate them.  The children will 
take part in an historical enquiry to find out more about significant women killed in 
WWI.  They will also use artistic methods to design their own WWI memorial. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
To place WWI on a timeline 
To know that memorials are linked to specific events in the past that really happened 
To use history as a starting point for designing a sculpture  
  
Success Criteria: 
Children should be able to: 
Place WWI on a timeline in relation to other major wars 
Use memorials as a starting point to find out about significant women from WWI 
Draw a design for a WWI memorial using historical knowledge  
 
KS2 National Curriculum Links: 
History – 1a: place events, people and changes into correct periods of time, 2b: use 
dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, 
century and decade, 2a: to know about characteristic features of the periods and 
societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women 
and children in the past, 4a: how to find out about the events, people and changes studied 
from an appropriate range of sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for 
example, documents, printed sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites], 5c: 
communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for 
example, drawing, writing, by using ICT], 8b: to know about aspects of the histories of 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, where appropriate, and about the history of 
Britain in its European and wider world context, in these periods. 
Art – 1b: to question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select 
ideas to use in their work, 5a: exploring a range of starting points for practical work [for 



example, themselves, their experiences, images, stories, drama, music, natural and made 
objects and environments]. 

 
Resources: 
 
Powerpoint 
Information on the subjects of; Edith Cavell, Elsie Inglis and The Barnbow Lasses 
Magnifying glasses 
 
Introduction: 
 
Ask the children to look at images of war memorials (or draw on a visit to a local one). 
Encourage the children to describe accurately what they see, e.g. lists of names, dates, 
background etc. Also, prompt the children to ask questions about the images, e.g. ‘why 
are there lists of names? What do the symbols mean? Why did people want to build a war 
memorial?’ 
 
Describe to the children the sort of information war memorials give people and the 
information they leave out.  
 
Explain to the children that war memorials with poppies laid by them have their origins in 
World War I. 
 
Teacher Led Activity: 
 
Discuss with the children how WWI relates in time to other famous wars.  Show the 
children names of past wars and ask them to use their historical knowledge from previous 
year groups to place them in order on a blank timeline. Then ask the children to place 
generations of their families on the timeline in relation to WWI.  Would it have been their 
great-great or great-great-great grandparents who lived during the war?! 
 
Explain to the children that many men from all over the world died in WWI. Explain to 
them that many women died in WWI too. Ask the children to think of reasons why there 
are far fewer WWI memorials to women.  
 
Explain to the children that they are going to investigate women who died in WWI. 
Explain to them how they are going to use images of memorials to find out about women 
who died, and reflect on why it is important to remember them today.   
 
Development: 
  
Paired work: 
 
Ask the children to move around various tables in their classroom labelled; Edith Cavell, 
Elsie Inglis and The Barnbow Lasses.  Each table has a selection of photographs, 
newspaper articles, documents etc. relating to each one.  Ask the children to identify the 



memorial first, and then use the other evidence to deduce how the women died and why 
they have a memorial.  Ask them to use magnifying glasses to look closely at the 
evidence. 
 
Ask the children to carry out further research on the internet or from books. Ask the 
children to compare their findings with each other to increase their overall knowledge. 
 
Discuss with the children all they find out about the women.   
 
Independent work: 
 
Show the children a picture of the WWII memorial to women in London.  Ask the 
children to design and draw a similar memorial to the WWI women they have just 
investigated.   
 
Differentiation: 
 
G&T – Ask the children to find out about another woman from WWI (not covered in the 
lesson) who has a memorial. 
 
SEN – Ask the children to focus on one WWI woman. 
 
Plenary: 
 
Ask the children to display all the designs of their memorials.  Then ask the children what 
they like about each other’s work.   
 
Explain to the children the meaning of the word ‘dedication’ and show how they appear 
on memorials. Ask the children to think of appropriate dedications for their own 
memorials. 
 
Homework / Extension: 
 
Ask the children to find out as much information as they can about their local WWI 
memorial. 
 
Possible Follow-Up Lesson: 
 
Ask the children to ask and answer questions about other important events 
commemorated by people in Britain and the wider world which focus on women. For 
example; ‘Why is International Women’s Day held?’ or ‘What happens on Women’s 
World Day of Prayer?’ 
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