
 
 

KS2 History – Ancient Egypt 
Learning about the life of Cleopatra from what has 
survived from primary and secondary sources 

 
This lesson will highlight to children some of the sources that provide information about 
the life of Cleopatra. They will compare the meaning of primary and secondary source. 
They will be asked to reflect on the reliability of historical sources. The children will also 
sequence the main events of Cleopatra’s life on a timeline, and use artistic methods to 
produce comic strips about her life. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
To find out about Ancient Egypt from what has survived.  
To understand that reliability of sources should be analysed. 
To know the main events of Cleopatra’s life. 
 
Success Criteria: 
Children should be able to: 
Describe the difference between a primary and secondary source. 
Question the reliability of sources. 
Create a storyboard of the main events of Cleopatra’s life. 
 
KS2 National Curriculum Links: 
History – 1a: place events, people and changes into correct periods of time, 1b: use 
dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, 
century and decade, 3a: how to find out about the events, people and changes studied 
from an appropriate range of sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for 
example, documents, printed sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites], 13: a study 
of the key features, including the everyday lives of men, women and children, of a past 
society selected from: Ancient Egypt, Ancient Sumer, the Assyrian Empire, the Indus 
Valley, the Maya, Benin, or the Aztecs. 
Art - 2c: to use a variety of methods and approaches to communicate observations, ideas 
and feelings. 
Literacy - 1e: use features of layout, presentation and organisation effectively. 
 
Resources: 



 
Images of primary and secondary sources of Cleopatra (Powerpoint) 
Blank maps of the Roman Empire 
Facts on Cleopatra’s life 
Blank time lines 
Blank comic strip templates 
 
Introduction: 
 
Ask the children to look at images of primary sources of Cleopatra. Ask them to suggest 
what they think is a ‘primary source’.  Do the images all have something in common with 
each other?  Can they think of reasons why they are in a ‘primary school’ to help them 
think of the answer?  
 
Then ask the children to look at images of secondary sources about Cleopatra.  Again, ask 
them to suggest what they think is a ‘secondary source’. 
 
Explain to the children that the primary sources are from the period when Cleopatra was 
alive.  In comparison, explain to them that the secondary sources were created after her 
death.  Ask them to suggest what they think the sources tell them about her.  Then ask 
them to consider what type of source they think is the more reliable and the reasons why. 
 
Explain to the children that they are now going to learn more about the main events of 
Cleopatra’s life.  Explain to them that modern historians have looked at a variety of 
primary and secondary sources to establish facts about her life. 
 
Development: 
 
Independent work: 
 
Explain to the children that before they look at facts about Cleopatra’s life they are going 
to ‘set the scene’ by identifying on maps the locations of Ancient Egypt and the Roman 
Empire. Show the children a map of the areas. Ask them to locate, colour in, and label, 
the two territories on copies of their own blank maps.  Briefly explain to the children who 
Caesar and Antony were in relation to Cleopatra.  
 
Paired work: 
 
Ask the children to look at facts about the main events of Cleopatra’s life and to sequence 
them on a blank timeline.  (Remind the children that she lived Before Christ and that they 
need to start their time lines with the higher numbered dates).  Once the children are 
happy with their timelines, they create pictures to go with their facts to produce 
storyboards or comic strips about Cleopatra’s life. 
 
Differentiation: 
 



G&T – Ask the children to look at text books on Ancient Egypt to find out more 
inforation.  They then add thought and speech bubbles to the pictures on their comic 
strips. 
 
SEN/ EAL – Provide the children with the facts already in sequence about Cleopatra’s 
life. Ask them to draw pictures to go with the facts. 
 
Plenary: 
 
Ask the children to work in pairs to create freeze frames for every main event of 
Cleopatra’s life.   Read aloud the main events of her life while the children perform them. 
 
Finish the lesson by telling the children some more amazing facts uncovered by 
historians.  For example, historians believe that: she could speak Egyptian, unlike most of 
her predecessors, was popular amongst her people and that she traded with Eastern 
nations (India, Arabia) to help Egypt stay rich.  
 
Homework / Extension: 
 
Ask the children to take home their time lines and add more information to them from 
information they find in books and on the internet.  
 
Possible Follow-Up Lesson: 
 
Ask the children to look at the BBC website:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/hatshepsut_01.shtml 
Ask them to compare the life of another Ancient Egyptian queen, Hatshepsut, to 
Cleopatra’s.  
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