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to be opened until 1978. When finally 
unlocked, this was found to contain 
Margaret’s hand-written journals which 
chronicle her remarkable and eccentric 
life. She was fearless in her travels, 
preferred (scandalously) to ride in 
masculine fashion rather than side-
saddle, and believed that ‘a pure and 
high-minded woman’ was naturally 
protected against ‘base’ men. The diaries 
also revealed that Margaret  had 
pursued a twenty-seven year love affair 
with her Syrian travelling companion 
and interpreter, Khalil Neimy. The 
butterflies in the Castle are named the 
Fountaine-Neimy Collection.  

The nineteenth-century Norwich 
School of Art is well known, but little 
is heard about the female artists who 
contributed to the movement. The 
Castle Museum is home to some of 
their work. Many of the Norwich artists 
were related and there are significant 
families of which these women were 
members, including Emily Crome 
(daughter of John Crome) and Emma 
Sillett (daughter of John Sillett).  Other 
notable artists are Eloise Harriet 

1 Norwich Castle

One of the 
most 
intriguing 
collections at 
Norwich Castle 
Museum is 
that 
bequeathed 
by the 
Victorian lady 
explorer and 
scientist, 
Norfolk-born 
Margaret 
Elizabeth 
Fountaine 

(1862-1940). Margaret, who lived in 
Norwich before she began her travels, 
was a lepidopterist or butterfly expert. 
She journeyed to the remotest corners 
of the world collecting, breeding  and 
examining these insects, and her 
sketchbooks of larvae and pupae are 
now held by the Natural History 
Museum in London. But it was to the 
Castle Museum that she left her life’s 
work of some 22,000 butterflies, plus a 
sealed box that she instructed was not 

Put your walking shoes on for HerStoria’s

Women’s History Walk 
around Norwich

Our women’s history walk takes a route 
within the old city walls of Norwich. We 
start at Norwich Castle, an imposing 

Norman construction which dominates the city 
from its raised position on Castle Mound in the 
centre of Norwich.  The Castle was built as a Royal 
Palace but became a prison in the fourteenth 
century. Since 1894 it has been used as a museum.  
We conclude our walk at another of the city’s 
landmarks, the beautiful medieval cathedral.

Margaret Fountaine 
(1886)
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interiors to make women feel at home,  
and  here in Norwich the Royal Arcade 
was designed in the then fashionable 
Art Nouveau style inspired by ‘nature 
and femininity’. Be sure to look out for 
these designs, on the frontage and 
interior, as you pass through. Today the 
Royal Arcade retains a range of quirky 
independent shops and cafés, including 
Colman’s Mustard Shop (Colman’s first 
began manufacture in Norwich in 1814).

Turn left out of the Arcade and 
walk up Gentleman’s Walk (which 
becomes Haymarket) to Brigg Street.

4 Brigg Street

A branch of Millicent Fawcett’s 
National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies (NUWSS) was formed in 
Norwich in 1909, with a view to making 
votes for women an important issue 

plaque, ‘Authoress, Dramatist, Poetess 
and brilliant Conversationalist’.

Norwich has a strong dissenting 
tradition and Amelia came from just 
such a background. She was a supporter 
of parliamentary reform, excited by the 
French Revolution, and friends with 
controversial radicals including Mary 
Wollstonecraft, author of A Vindication 
of the Rights of Woman.  Amelia’s 
poems and novels, which  took as 
their themes everything from the 
everyday to the Gothic, made her one 
of the most respected female writers 
of the early-nineteenth century. Percy 
Pysshe Shelley and Walter Scott were 
just two of her admirers. Amelia is also 
remembered for her strong abolitionist 
convictions and for representing 
Norwich at the national anti-slavery 
convention of 1840. She was born and 
died in Norwich and there is a bust of 
her in the Norwich Castle Museum.

Turn back, stay on the same side of 
the road and retrace your steps a short 
distance up Castle Meadow, turn left 
into the Edwardian Royal Arcade.

3 Royal Arcade

The elegant Royal Arcade was 
opened in 1899. The rise of shopping 
in the Victorian and Edwardian era 
opened up city streets to respectable 
women. Now women could venture into 
public space to ‘safe places’ like the new 
department stores and arcades which 
were designed specifically to appeal 
to them. Shops replicated domestic 

Stannard, Emily Stannard and Anna 
Maria Stannard, and Emma Sandys. 
While the men painted Norwich and 
Norfolk landscapes, and recorded the 
architecture of the city, these female 
artists tended to concentrate on still 
life and flower painting. This was in 
keeping with prescriptions of what was 
appropriate for women (rather than 
attempt ‘important’ public art, women 
were advised to content themselves 
with the domestic). It also reflected 
women’s more circumscribed lives; 
because of questions of propriety, it 
was difficult for a middle-class woman 
to venture out on her own, let alone to 
sit and paint a city scene and make a 
spectacle of herself in a public place. 

Executions were held on Castle Hill 
until 1868 when public executions were 
abolished. The scaffold was erected 
between the gateposts at the bottom 
of Castle Bridge (the main entrance to 
the Castle today). A few women were 
hanged here over the years, and many 
men. One of the most notable female 
executions was that of  the ‘Burnham 
Poisoners’  Frances Billings and 
Catherine Frary who were convicted 
of murdering Frary’s husband with 
arsenic. A large crowd gathered to 
see them hanged in August 1835.

Leave the Castle, walk down to  Castle 
Meadow, turn right and shortly you 
will see Opie Road on the other side.

2 Opie Road

At the start of Opie Road is a fine white 
Georgian house with a pillar-box red 
front door. This was the home of the 
novelist and poet  Amelia Opie (née 
Alderson, 1769-1853), or as it says on the 

Apples in an overturned basket by Eloise Harriet Stannard, oil on canvas, 
undated. Image: Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service
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Chapelfield Gardens and right into Little 
Bethel Street, then right into Bethel 
Street. On the right is Bethel Hospital.

7 Bethel Hospital

The former 
Bethel Hospital 
is now used as 
offices and 
homes, but it 
has a 
fascinating 
history.  
Norwich-born 
Mary 
Chapman 
(1647-1724), 
the devout 
daughter of a 
mayor of the 
city, was 

saddened that some of her family had 
been ‘afflicted’ with ‘lunacy’, so she used 
her widow’s inheritance to build a 
hospital for ‘poor lunatics’. Work 
commenced in 1713. The Norwich 
Bethel  is noted as being perhaps the 
first to be purpose-built  in England and 
it served the community well into the 
twentieth century. Be sure to see the 
plaque to Mary Chapman on the 
building.  

Turn back down Bethel Street and 
you will find the entrance to St Giles 
Terrace a little way down on the right. 

8 St Giles Terrace

St Giles Terrace is a lovely oasis tucked 
out of the way. The end terrace, number 
5, was home to Norwich School of Art 
family the Stannards. One of the artists 
who lived here was Eloise Harriet 
Stannard (see number 1). There is a 
plaque to Eloise and other family 
members on the house.

 Continue along Bethel St, then cut 
down Rigbys Court (by YWCA) to St Giles.

Two of these 
have plaques 
to men 
attached 
to them, 
but there 
is nothing 
on number 
33 Surrey 
Street, the 
home of  
Louisa Mary 
Barwell 
(1800-
1875). This 
Norwich-
born 

writer and philanthropist produced 
mostly educational books which 
were very successful and published 
in numerous editions. Queen 
Victoria used one of them, Childhood 
Hours (1851), with her children.

Retrace your steps back up Rampant 
Horse Street, which changes to Theatre 
Street, towards the BBC building opposite 
to which is the Assembly House.

6 The Assembly House, 
Theatre Street

The Assembly House, a very grand town 
house, dates back to the eighteenth 
century. From the late 1870s to 1933 it 
housed the Norwich High School for 
Girls. The last two decades of the 
nineteenth century were a time when 
schools were being established to 
provide girls with an education equal to 
that enjoyed by their brothers. Norwich 
High School for Girls was part of this 
movement. Old girls include the nurse 
and war hero Edith Cavell,  and 
Dorothy Jewson who was elected MP 
for Norwich in 1923. We shall hear more 
about both women as we continue our 
walk.

Carry on up Theatre Street, past 
the Theatre Royal, across the road past 

in the general election campaign of 
January 1910. The NUWSS opened a 
shop at  7 Brigg Street to raise money 
by selling badges, pins, books and 
other items, and to spread the word. 
Unfortunately it is difficult to trace 
the exact spot of this shop due to the 
extensive rebuilding of Brigg Street 
since then. Norwich was not a centre 
of suffrage campaigning. Women’s 
suffrage historian Elizabeth Crawford has 
found that no Norfolk women signed 
the women’s suffrage petition of 1866 
which led to John Stuart Mill raising the 
issue in Parliament for the first time.

At the end of Brigg Street turn left, cross 
over, pass Marks & Spencer and go down 
Rampant Horse Street. Cross over and 
turn right up St Stephens to Surrey Street.

5 Surrey Street

Number 3 Surrey Street (now Nat 
West Bank) was the home of artist 
and author Lucy (Cecilia) Brightwell 
(1811-1875). Lucy produced etchings 
and drew the illustrations for her father’s 
1848 book on the fauna of East Norfolk, 
a task for which she spent many hours 
studying with a microscope. She also 
wrote biographies, including one of her 
friend Amelia Opie. This was very well 
received when, as Memorials of the Life 
of Amelia Opie, it was published in 1854.

A little further along is the Norwich 
Union Life Building with its curious 
sculptures of sea horses with breasts. 
This impressive structure was built at the 
end of the nineteenth century, a time 
when Art Nouveau was a major 
influence on architecture.  Art Nouveau 
celebrated nature, femininity and 
sensuality (which aptly describes these 
sea horses) and was shocking to those 
traditionalists who retained Victorian 
sensibilities. 

A little further up on the opposite 
side of the road is a tall terrace of houses. 
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councillor. (Women were eligible for 
election to some urban councils before 
they could vote in national elections). 
She was appointed as a magistrate in 
1922, shortly after that office became 
open to women, and became Norwich’s 
second lady mayor in 1930.  Although 
Mabel was not a Norwich woman 
by birth, she devoted her life to the 
city and was especially involved in 
helping Norwich’s children. She never 
married and died in Norwich in 1950.

Miss Ethel Mary Colman (of the 
famous Norwich mustard family) 
was appointed the city’s first lady 
mayor in 1923. Another prominent 
Norwich business family, the Jewson 
coal merchants, gave Norwich its first 
woman MP (and only the seventh 
to be returned in the UK). Dorothy 
Jewson (1884-1964) worked for years 
with the poor of Norwich, especially 
with women and children, and was a 
member of the militant wing of the 
women’s suffrage movement. She was 
returned as labour MP in 1923, but was 
defeated the following year. She later 
served for seven years on Norwich City 
Council. Not all women could vote when 
Dorothy was elected to parliament. 
Only those over the age of thirty were 
given the vote in 1918 and women 
did not achieve parity with men until 
1928.  Dorothy’s maiden speech as an 
MP was on the subject of extending 
voting rights to young women.

Continue down Guildhall Hill, 
straight on to pedestrianised London 
Street, past Jarrolds department store.

13 London Street

An office of Mrs 
Pankhurst’s 
Women’s 
Social and 
Political Union 
(the 
suffragettes) 
was 
established at 
52 London 
Street in 1912 
(now a branch 
of Subway) and 
a ‘votes for 
women’ 
demonstration 
was held in the 
city centre. 

and sheet music was often sold with 
tonic Sol-Fa notation included right 
up to the early-twentieth century.

Retrace your steps up Pottergate 
and turn right into Upper Goat Lane.

11 Friends’ Meeting House

The Friends’ 
Meeting 
House at 
Upper Goat 
Lane dates 
from the 
seventeenth 
century, 
although the 
present 
building was 
completed in 
1826. It is 
another city 

venue that testifies to Norwich’s 
tradition of welcoming non-conformist 
communities. Quaker and prison 
reformer Elizabeth Fry (1780-1845)
worshipped here and a plaque in her 
memory has been erected (more about 
Elizabeth later).

Continue up Upper Goat Lane, 
turn left at the Town Hall and the back 
of the old Guildhall  is before you.

12 Old Guildhall

The Old Guildhall  (opposite Jarrolds 
Department Store) is over 600 years old 
and was built at the start of the fifteenth 
century. It served as the seat of local 
government until 1938 when the new 
City Hall (which you can see above the 
market place with its distinctive clock 
tower) was built. It is now a café. Several 
prominent Norwich women are 
associated with the Guildhall.

The first, and for some years the only, 
woman serving in the council chamber 
was Mabel Clarkson (1875-1950) 
who was elected in 1913 as a Liberal 

9 St Giles

45 St Giles is 
the birth place 
of the Anglican 
nun Lavinia 
Crosse 
(1821-1890). 
Lavinia worked 
as a district 
visitor amongst 
the poor of the 
parish of St 
Peter Mancroft 
prior to 
establishing 

the religious order, the Community of All 
Hallows, at Ditchingham in the 1850s. 
This order began as an institution to 
rescue girls and women in ‘moral danger’ 
(prostitutes) and soon grew to include a 
new convent, orphanage, school and 
hospital. Lavinia remained at 
Ditchingham as Mother Superior for the 
rest of her life.

Continue down St Giles and after 
the hotel cut left down Fishers Lane 
to the cobbled street of Pottergate.

10 Pottergate

83-85 Pottergate is the site of an 
infirmary for sick children that was 
established by the Swedish soprano 
Jenny Lind in 1858. The infirmary 
occupied this site until 1900 when it 
transferred to the Unthank Road in the 
east of the city. The building is now the 
premises of ‘Voluntary Norfolk’.

At 91 Pottergate there is a plaque 
on the little house which was one-time 
home of the musician and teacher Sarah 
Glover (1785-1867) who originated 
the ‘Tonic Sol-Fa’ notation. This is a 
technique for teaching sight-singing 
which gives each tone a name in relation 
to each other (do, reh, me, fa, so, la, te, 
do). This became very popular in Britain 
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facing persecution at home, were invited 
to Norwich by the guilds to share their 
expertise and to help revive the local 
textile industry (which they did). Harriet 
Martineau (1802-1876) was a regular 
worshipper here, as was Amelia Opie 
(see 2). Harriet was a noted intellectual 
of her day, a political economist, 
journalist and writer. She worked to 
advance causes such as anti-slavery and 
the advancement of women, and was a 
strong supporter of Charles Darwin’s 
theory of evolution. 

Continue up Colegate to the T 
junction with Fye Bridge Road, turn 
left down Magdalen Street.

18 Magdalen Street

In the nineteenth century Magdalen 
Street was a very upmarket area and 
home to many notable Norwich families. 
Continue down and you will see, on the 
right side, a wrought iron gate to Gurney 
Court (blink and you’ll miss it – if you 
reach the flyover you have gone too far). 

There is a 
plaque just 
inside the gate 
to Harriet 
Martineau 
who was born 
here in 1802 
(see 17 above) 
and to 
Elizabeth Fry 
(1780-1845, 
née Gurney) 
who was also 
born here, 

although her Quaker family moved the 
two miles to Earlham Hall six years later. 
Elizabeth Fry moved to London on 
marriage and in 1813, after a visit to 
Newgate gaol, began her work to 
improve the condition of female 
prisoners. Her efforts resulted in 
dramatic improvements in prisons and 
changes in the criminal law. In May 2002 
Elizabeth’s image was chosen to appear 
on the £5 note, becoming only the 
second woman to do so (the first was 
Florence Nightingale).

 
Turn back up Magdalen Street which 

becomes Fye Bridge Road to Fye Bridge.

Lollards Pit in Norwich (see 19) for heresy 
in 1531, but he exonerated Katherine 
Manne and she lived to see out the 
Reformation.

Pass by Blackfriars and St Andrews Hall 
along George Street towards Colegate.

15 St George Street

As we stroll along St George Street 
towards Colegate we pass, at number 
127, the old Norvic shoe factory. As 
‘Howlett and White’, this was one of 
the largest shoe factories in Britain 
in the late-nineteenth century. The 
company made its name making light, 
fashion shoes for women, but at the 
advent of World War One it had to 
turn its machines to more substantial 
footwear for the forces. This was when 
women moved into the factory floor 
and took command of machines 
previously worked only by men.

Continue down pedestrianised St 
George Street over the river to Colegate.

16 Colegate

Turn right into Colegate and you’ll see 
immediately at 30-32 The Merchants 
of Colegate pub. This used to be 
‘The Black Boys Pub’ and is on the 
site, in Black Boy Yard, where Sarah 
Glover (see 10) established a school 
for girls. See the plaque on the wall 
– the second to Sarah in the city.

17 Further along Colegate on the 
left is the striking Unitarian 

Octagon Chapel which was built in the 
1750s. It is yet another symbol of 
Norwich’s traditional accommodation of 
religious dissenters. Some historians 
trace this tolerance back to the influence 
of the ‘Strangers’.  These were textile 
workers from the Netherlands who, 

Although most of the main women’s 
suffrage campaigning organisations had 
a presence in Norwich (including the 
National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies, the Women’s Freedom League 
and Men’s Political Union for Women’s 
Enfranchisement) the city was not 
particularly excited by the issue. One 
woman was arrested in 1909 for 
interrupting a speech by Winston 
Churchill, and later in 1913 a country 
house on the outskirts of Norwich was 
set alight by suffragettes. (Norwich’s 
coastal neighbour Great Yarmouth was 
more of a hotbed of suffrage activity; 
suffragettes made two attempts to 
destroy the town’s pier and succeeded in 
burning it down on April 17 1913.)

Turn around and go down St 
Andrews Hill, opposite 52 London St.

14 Blackfriars and 
St Andrews Hall

The medieval Blackfriars and St Andrews 
Hall will now be before you. On the 
exterior beside the north door of 
Blackfriars Hall (access from inside the 
Hall via the Crypt restaurant, or from 
outside via Elm Hill) is the remnants of 
the anchorite cell of Katherine Foster. 

Foster was walled 
up in this tiny 
space, with just a 
window to the 
outside world, 
around 1472 to 
devote herself to 
God and to 
provide spiritual 
counselling to 

visitors. Norwich has a strong tradition of 
such religious recluses.  Katherine 
Manne was incarcerated in the same cell 
at Blackfriars in 1530. Manne took the 
dangerous step of acquiring an illegal 
Bible written in English, given to her by 
the radical Lollard priest Thomas Bilney. 
Bilney was burned at the stake at 
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crime was a serious one that threatened 
the natural order of governance. The 
witch craze was in part fuelled by self-
styled ‘witch finder general’ Matthew 
Hopkins, who travelled the whole of 
East Anglia seeking out witches (who 
were not always women) and charged 
the authorities twenty shillings plus 
expenses for his services. Norwich, 
with its dissenting tradition, was less 
taken with the witch craze. However a 
handful of women, into single figures 
only, are recorded as having been 
burned as witches at Lollards Pit.

22
Further along Bishopsgate are 
the buildings of the Great 
Hospital which was founded in 

the thirteenth century. Women were not 
admitted as patients to begin with, 
although women aged fifty and over 
were recruited to care for the sick and 
undertake menial tasks. Some of the 
nurses were widows who exchanged 
their home for the security of living at 
the hospital. Today the hospital complex 
is used for sheltered housing and 
residential care, and as an historic venue 
for events.

23 After 
the 

hospital, 
Bishopsgate 
turns to the 
right  to reveal 
the Adam and 
Eve pub, said 
to be the city’s 
oldest with it’s 
origins in the 
mid-thirteenth 

century. In those days beer was brewed 
on the premises – by women. Brewing 
was considered to be definitely women’s 
work. In the mid-nineteenth century, the 
Adam and Eve had a notorious landlady, 
Elizabeth Howes, who was reputed to 
have sold illicit liquor in sacks of sand to 
avoid import duty.

Continue to the end of 
Bishopsgate to Tombland.

21 Bishopsgate and Lollards Pit

Riverside Walk (the footpath beside 
the River Wensum) takes you past Cow 
Tower and over the medieval Bishops 
Bridge to the Bridge House Pub on the 
busy Riverside Road. This is the site of 
Lollards Pit where heretics were burned 
(see the plaque on the pub). Norwich 
was a strong centre of Lollardy in the 
early-fifteenth century. The Lollards 
followed the teachings of John Wyclif 
who questioned the hierarchy of the 
Church and advocated that the bible 
be translated into English (instead of 
Latin) to make it accessible to ordinary 
people. With its emphasis on ‘personal 
faith’, the reading of scripture in a 
domestic setting and no need of a 
priest or other intermediary to act as 
a go-between to god, Lollardy was 
hospitable to equality of the sexes 
and allowed women to preach.

It is estimated that up to sixty heretics 
lost their lives at Lollards Pit from the 
1420s up to the reign of Bloody Mary in 
the sixteenth century which marked the 
height of the terror.  A few women were 
among these.  Elizabeth Cooper, an 
artisan’s wife, was burned in 1557 after 
interrupting a service at St Andrews to 
retract her previous repudiation of 
Protestantism. It’s said that Cecily 
Ormes, a weaver’s wife, shouted her 
support for Elizabeth as she was led over 
Bishops Bridge and she, too, was 
executed the following year. 

Lollards Pit was also the venue 
for witch burnings during the mid-
seventeenth century. In England 
most witches were hanged, but a few 
were burned. The latter penalty was 
likely when witches were convicted of 
murdering their husbands. When a wife 
killed her husband she was charged with 
‘petty treason’. This was because her 
husband was head of the household just 
as the monarch was head of state, so her 

19 Fye Bridge

We continue on to Norwich’s 
oldest bridge, Fye Bridge, towards 
Tombland. This bridge originates from 
the thirteenth century but was rebuilt 
in 1829. It is sometimes said that there 
used to be a ‘cucking stool’ here into the 
sixteenth century, where any woman 
convicted as a ‘common scold’ could 
be punished by ducking into the river 
Wensum. There is a plaque to this 
affect on Fye Bridge, but the historical 
evidence to support this is inconclusive.

Turn around, and opposite Fye 
Bridge, walk by the river on Fishergate, 
passing the Church of St Edmund.

20 Whitefriars

At the end of Fishergate, looking 
incongruous in front of a modern office 
block, is a stone arch. This is all that 
remains of a fifteenth-century Carmelite 
priory. A plaque on the ruin 
commemorates its benefactress, Lady 
Eleanor Boteler  (née Talbot, c1436-
1468) who was buried there. Eleanor, the 
‘beautiful’ widow of Sir Thomas Boteler 
(sometimes written as Butler), represents 
an interesting footnote in history due to 
claims that she entered into a secret 
betrothal with Edward IV prior to his 
marriage to his queen Elizabeth Grey 
(née Woodville). This was used as 
justification by his brother Richard to 
declare Edward’s later children 
illegitimate, to put the princes in the 
Tower and to take the throne for himself 
as Richard III in 1483. However, the facts 
of the matter have never been 
established and some historians think 
that it was another woman, Elizabeth 
Wayte, who had previously wedded 
Edward. 

Now turn left to go over the bridge then 
turn left onto the delightful Riverside Walk.
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caught up in these: Margery Baxter and 
Hawise Mone. Margery was reputed to 
be a strong personality who preached in 
her own and other people’s homes to try 
and win converts. She was sentenced to 
flogging and a penance in the cathedral. 
Hawise was the wife of a shoemaker 
from Loddon where she organised 
gatherings in her home. She was 
convicted but recanted of her heresies.

Edith Cavell (see 24 above) is buried 
at the east end of the cathedral. 

Julian of Norwich (c 1342-1416), 
the anchoress and mystic, is associated 
with Norwich cathedral, although her 
cell is not here but fifteen minutes’ 
walk away at the small church of St 
Julian (see below). Julian was not the 
only Norwich woman to be walled 
up as an anchoress, as we have seen, 
but she is the most well known due to 
her influential writings. Julian wrote 
The Revelations of Divine Love over a 
twenty-year period and it is believed 
to be the first book written in English 
by a woman. Today it is regarded as an 
important Christian tract. There are two 
stained glass windows commemorating 
Julian within the cathedral, one in the 
Bauchon chapel and one in St Saviour’s 
chapel. There is also a statue of Julian 
holding her Divine Revelations which 
was erected in 2000 by the west door.

Rebecca Bowles Lawson writes 
about Julian of Norwich, her writings 
and her significance, as a complement 
to this walk in this issue of HerStoria.

long as they chose to stay at the 
Beguinage. Beguins were permitted to 
marry, but if they did so they had to 
leave the community. Beguinages were 
more common in the low countries and 
some historians have interpreted them 
as prototype feminist communities. 

26
Number 22-24 Elm Hill was the 
town house of Margaret Paston, 
matriarch of a wealthy 

landowning family whose letters, extant 
into the twenty-first century, have been 
a boon to historians researching 
everyday life in the fifteenth century. 
There is a plaque to the family on the 
building.

This area was a central part of the 
Norwich weaving industry and there 
were workshops and factories off Elm 
Hill in Wrights Court and Towlers Court. 
In 1578 Queen Elizabeth I made a 
famous procession to Norwich and 
admired the city’s exhibits of looms 
and weaves. In the nineteenth century, 
the city was celebrated for it famous 
‘Norwich shawls’ and Abel Towler, who 
had a factory in Towlers Court, exhibited 
his fine shawls at the Great Exhibition 
of 1851.  Many women and young girls 
were employed at handlooms and other 
machinery.  It could be dangerous work. 
In 1892 one woman died after her hair 
became entangled in a sewing machine 
and she was pulled into the machinery. 

Continue down Elm Hill back to 
Tombland and Norwich Cathedral.

27 Norwich Cathedral

The medieval Bishop’s Palace was 
originally attached to the north wall 
of the cathedral. The building was 
refashioned in the nineteenth century 
and now forms part of Norwich School 
in Cathedral Close, on the approach 
to the cathedral. The Bishop’s Palace 
was the scene for a series of well-
documented Lollard trials between 1428 
and 1431. Two women heretics were 

24 Tombland

Amongst the 
cafés in 
Tombland 
there is a statue 
of the Norfolk 
nurse and First 
World War 
heroine Edith 
Cavell (1865-
1915). In 1914, 
when the 
Germans 
occupied 
Belgium, Edith 
was director of 
nursing at a 
Belgian nurses’ 

training school. Escaping Allied soldiers 
made use of her clinic, often dressing as 
patients, prior to fleeing the country. She 
was caught and, after signing what was 
in effect a confession, was shot at dawn 
on 12 October 1915. Her remains were 
later returned to Norwich and she was 
buried in the cathedral here on 15 May 
1919.

Opposite the Edith Cavell memorial 
is the small Tombland Alley; walk up 
here to Princes Street and then right to 
Elm Hill, both ancient cobbled streets.

25 Elm Hill

This area of the city dates back to at least 
1200. Around that time, in the vicinity of 
the present day café near the top of Elm 
Hill, was once a Beguinage or home to a 
community of religious women called 
Beguins. The Beguins were founded in 
the thirteenth century, a time when 
women often needed to come together 
in order to survive as wars, violence and 
disease took their husbands away or 
meant that there were not enough men 
to go round. The Beguins were not a 
strict religious order but worked in the 
community, sometimes running 
businesses. Unlike nuns they did not 
take vows of celibacy, but they did take a 
vow of chastity and obedience for as 

Norwich Cathedral West Door, featuring 
left the statue of Julian of Norwich
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Artist needs 
your photos 

for Pankhurst  
portrait

Is there a special woman 
who has inspired you? A 
relative, friend, teacher 
or writer, someone in 
public life perhaps – or 
a figure from history? 
Send  your heroine’s 
photo or image to artist 
Charlotte Newson and it 
could be used as part of 
her photo mosaic portrait 
of suffragette leader 
Emmeline Pankhurst. This 
new public artwork will be part of an exhibition to celebrate  
International Women’s Day, called Women Like You, which will 
run at the Manchester Art Gallery from 6 March- 9 May 2010.

There are a variety of ways to take part:
•	 Post your photograph to Women Like You,

 c/o The Pankhurst Centre, 60-62  
Nelson Street, Manchester M13 9WP.

•	 Send your image by email to  
charlottenewson@hotmail.com

•	 Upload your picture at the  
Women Like You Facebook page

•	 If you live near Manchester, simply drop off your  
photo in person to the Manchester Art  
Gallery, Central Library or Pankhurst Centre.

Please note that the deadline for submissions is 24 December 
2009 and that photographs and images cannot be returned.

28 Julian’s cell

If you have the 
energy for an extra 
excursion, a fifteen 
minute or so walk 
from the cathedral 
will take you to the 
site of Julian’s cell 
at St Julian’s 
Church, St  Julian’s 
Alley (a small lane 
connecting King 

Street to Rouen Road). It is thought that there has been a 
church on this site since around 950, although much of the 
present building dates from after the Second World War. The 
cell where Julian wrote Divine Revelations was attached to the 
south wall of the original church and a little room with a 
shrine has now been rebuilt on its foundations. The original 
cell was probably used by other recluses, both before and 
after Julian.

• undergraduates who have worked as nurses, dancers,
bankers and police officers
• recent graduates of universities worldwide
• women from all over the UK
• women from all over the world
• women with A-levels and International Baccalaureate
• women with 'Access' qualifications
• Open Day Friday 3 July 2009

Within the University of Cambridge, Lucy Cavendish
College is a new take on the tradition of excellence

www.lucy-cav.cam.ac.uk
01223 330280

The College for

talented women

over 21 at the
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Lucy Cavendish College Cambridge

‘Women do two 
thirds of the world’s 
work, receive ten 
percent of the world’s 
income, and own 1 
percent of the means 
of production.’ 

Introduction, The 
Rights of Women

Millions of women 
throughout the world 
suffer from violence, 
poverty and denial 

of their human rights because of their gender. In 
the newest addition to the Palgrave Macmillan/
Amnesty International series, Anna Horsbrugh-
Porter explores their stories and hears the views of 
both advocates for and opponents of women’s rights, 
revealing the real human cost of their violation. 

Save £2.00 on this frank and clear-sighted 
introduction to the current state of women’s rights 
globally by quoting WCEQUAL09A when you buy 
online at www.palgrave.com before 31/01/2010.

Emmeline Pankhurst: Image 
© Manchester Art Gallery


