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to serve as a soldier for 17 years without 
anyone guessing she was a woman.  
Experiencing full active service in the 
Caribbean and Europe, it was only when 
she sustained a bayonet wound during 
the Battle of Fontenoy in 1745, that her 
sex was discovered and her military 
career swiftly terminated!  It’s thought 
that Stepney-born Phoebe conceived 
her plan at the age of 15 to avoid 
being parted from her lover, Samuel 
Golding, who was being sent abroad 
with his regiment.   She ended up in 
Brighton when, widowed after 20 years 
of marriage to Golding, she married 
Thomas Hessel, a fisherman. Widowed 
a second time, Phoebe ended her 
eventful life as a street peddler. Her local 
notoriety won her many fans, including 
the Prince Regent who provided her 
with a pension until her death.  

Close by is the grave of Martha 
Gunn (1726 - 1815), known in local 
folklore as the ‘Queen of the Dippers’ 
and one of the architects of Brighton’s 
transformation from unremarkable 
fishing village to smart seaside 
playground for Georgian England’s 
wealthy and fashionable.  In the mid-
18th century, swayed by the pleasures 

1 St Nicholas Church.  

Dating from the 13th century, St 
Nicholas is the city’s oldest church.  It 
was the parish church of the tiny fishing 
village of ‘Brighthelmstone’ that was to 
become today’s Brighton.  In its 
graveyard lie the remains of 2 of the 
town’s most formidable women.

Phoebe Hessel (1713 - 1821) lived—
incredibly for her time—until the age of 
108.  Even more incredibly, she managed 

By Louise Hume

From fishing village to 
royal playground, to 
today‘s laid-back city-by-

the-sea, Brighton has always 
attracted colourful and eccentric 
characters.  This walk takes in 
some of the city’s highlights, 
its cultural quarter, its famous 
seafront, and some lesser known 
residential areas to reveal the 
stories of some of the women 
who shaped its history.    

We start at St Nicholas Church, 
a short but bracing uphill walk 
from the railway station.  

A Women’s History Walk around 
Brighton
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Jamaican-born Pauline was  the 
first black female actress to appear on 
British TV in the 1946 BBC production 
of Eugene O’Neill’s All God’s Chillun Got 
Wings.  In 1956 she acted in the ground-
breaking BBC drama documentary, 
A Man from the Sun, television’s first 
attempt to explore the lives of Caribbean 
settlers in Britain.  In the 1950s she 
began a career in social work that was 
to span 40 years, working with such 
organisations as the National Council for 
the Unmarried Mother and Her Child, 
and the Brook Advisory Centres where, 
radically for its time, she advocated 
counselling for women seeking 
abortions. In 1966, Crabbe became 
Britain’s first black woman magistrate, 
and in 1969 was awarded an OBE.  

Cross the road towards the seafront and 
descend the steps to beach level.  In front 
of you stands the sad ruins of the West Pier.  

5 West Pier

Edwardian postcard showing West Pier

It is difficult to imagine now that the 
West Pier, built by Eugenius Birch in 
1866, was once a jewel in the crown 
of Victorian piers. Considered a 
technological marvel, it could lure up 
to 10,000 people on a busy Sunday.  
Among the side stalls, music and 
steamboats, a popular attraction in the 
early-20th century were the ‘aquatic 
entertainers’.  One of these was local 
amateur swimming champion, Zoe 
Brigden, who, between 1915 and 1924, 
stunned visitors with her daredevil 
diving stunts, including ‘the wooden 
soldier’ (a high dive, head first, with 
arms tucked by her side).  Her repertoire 
also included swimming from the West 
Pier to Brighton’s other (still intact) 
‘Palace Pier’, built in 1899, and now 
called ‘Brighton Pier‘.  Zoe later opened 
a hairdressing salon in Brighton’s 
Whitehawk area and became a local 
hero for a second time when she rescued 
a girl from being strangled in a murder 

‘lying-in’ hospital, a nursery for orphans, 
a school which trained girls for domestic 
service, an infirmary for aged and 
disabled women and a dispensary 
for the area’s poor, after which it  
moved to larger premises in 1868. 

3  7 Wykeham Terrace

This was the last Brighton home of 
South Shields-born actress, Dame Flora 
Robson (1902 - 84).  Best remembered 
on screen for her performances in 
Fire Over England (1937) as Queen 
Elizabeth, The Sea Hawk (1940), Catherine 
the Great (1934) and Black Narcissus 
(1947), she was as loved locally for the 
energetic, yet largely unpublicised, 
role she played in many charities.  

Cross Western Road and walk towards 
the Prince of Wales pub next to Churchill 
Square shopping centre. Turn right here 
until Clarence Square.  Go through this 
and the adjoining Russell Square before 
turning into Regency Square.  These 
three early-19th-century squares of 
canopies and cast iron balustrades form 
the Regency Square Conservation Area. 
In 1793 when Britain declared war on 
France, the area, then still open fields, 
was used as an encampment for up to 
10,000 soldiers, and may have been the 
temporary military camp Jane Austen 
had in mind when her character Lydia runs 
away with soldier Wickham while visiting 
Brighton in Pride and Prejudice (1813).  

4 Regents Court, Regency 
Square

This was near the home of Pauline 
Crabbe, née Henriques, OBE (1914 - 
1998), actress, social-worker, writer, and 
magistrate.

of taking the waters at spa resorts such 
as Bath and Tunbridge Wells, and the 
popularity of the Dissertation on the Use 
of Sea Water in Diseases of the Glands 
(1750) published by Lewes Doctor 
Richard Russell, visiting Brighton for a 
dip in its therapeutic waters became 
the latest fad.  Such was the faith in 
the local seawater, visitors were even 
lured to drink it, allegedly mixed with 
ingredients like milk and ground 
woodlice!  The great and the good 
from London couldn’t possibly bathe 
without a whole cavalcade of servants 
and paraphernalia of course, and the 
local fishing community quickly filled 
the skills shortage by becoming bathing 
attendants, the men called ‘bathers’ and 
the women ‘dippers’.  Indeed, ‘dipping’ 
seems an apt word.  Contemporary 
pictures depict the fey, aristocratic 
‘townies’ emerging from their wooden 
bathing machines to be simply plunged 
into the icy brine by the strapping locals.  
Martha, a large, strong woman, found 
her skills in demand, and her grave 
describes her as ‘Peculiarly Distinguished 
as a bather in this town nearly 70 
years’.  Such was her reputation, a 
contemporary cartoon depicted her 
on Brighton beach preparing to repel 
invading French with a mop!  Martha’s 
longevity suggests that there may be 
something healthy about Brighton’s 
sea water after all (although history has 
not recorded whether she drank much 
of the seawater and woodlice ‘cure’).

From the graveyard turn left and descend 
Dyke Road. Near the bottom, you’ll see a 
terrace of grey Victorian Gothic houses.

2 Wykeham Terrace

In 1855 this terrace formed part of 
St Mary’s Home for Female Penitents.  
With its taverns, inns and reputation as a 
good-time town, Brighton was a magnet 
for prostitutes in the mid-19th century. 
The Reverend George Wagner set up the 
Home to offer a second chance to these 
‘fallen women’.  Women—unmarried 
mothers as well as prostitutes—could 
find themselves being sent here by 
the police, referred by doctors or, on 
some occasions, hauled off the street 
by clergy.  Run by nuns, its aim was 
rehabilitation through strict discipline, 
humble dress, punishments for swearing 
and education in reading, writing and 
scripture.  It went on to incorporate a 
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8 The Hippodrome, 
Middle Street.

Postcard of  ‘Miss Vesta Tilley’ (c1906)

Currently derelict, the old theatre in 
front of you once staged concerts by The 
Beatles and The Rolling Stones.  In the 
early-20th century, as the ‘Hippodrome 
Music Hall’, hundreds would flock to 
see famous vaudeville  entertainer 
and male impersonator Vesta Tilley, 
née Matilda Powles (1864 - 1952). 
‘Dragged up’ as a sailor, soldier, judge, 
clergyman or gentleman about town, 
Vesta’s repertoire of songs and dances 
gently mocked men and was popular 
with audiences of both sexes, even 
finding fame in the USA.  A shrewd 
businesswoman, when her husband, 
Walter de Frece, was knighted in 
1919 for services to the war effort, 
Worcester-born ‘Vesta’ metamorphosed 
into Lady de Frece, and spent her 
life between Hove and Monte Carlo, 
giving her last performance in 1920.  

Go down the narrow alley—or ‘twittern’ 
in Sussex parlance—just to the right 
of The Hippodrome, following it until 
its end in Ship Street.  Turn left.

9 58 Ship Street

Now a pizza chain, this was the 
birthplace of political activist, trade 
unionist, and novelist, Clementina 
Black (1853 - 1922). Clementina was 
already a successful novelist when she 
moved to London to focus on women‘s 
rights in the workplace.   As the delegate 
of the Women’s Protective and Provident 

them, were eventually slashed in a cost 
cutting exercise in the early 1960s.   

As you walk along the front, you’ll pass 
on your left the imposing Grand Hotel.

6a  The Grand Hotel

On 12 October 1984 Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and her government 
were the target of an IRA bomb that 
destroyed part of the Grand Hotel. 
She and members of her cabinet were 
staying here to attend the Conservative 
Party Conference. The Prime Minister 
escaped unhurt, but 5 people were 
killed and others seriously injured.

After a short walk past cafés, souvenir 
shops and art galleries, climb the 
steps just before the Fortune of War 
pub to street level and cross the road.  
Proceed up West Street opposite.    

7 64 West Street.

This area has undergone much 
development since the late-18th century 
when Hester Thrale, later Hester Piozzi 
(1741 - 1821), author, intellectual and 
patron of the arts, bought a house 
here with her husband in 1775.  A blue 
plaque shows you exactly where it 
stood. Hester visited Brighton frequently, 
often with her friend, the novelist Fanny 
Burney (1752 - 1840), with whom she 
sea-bathed.  Hester‘s literary salons 
and parties here and in London were 
influential among the poets and authors 
of her day. Widowed and in her 40s, she 
scandalised society by falling in love 
with, then marrying, Gabriel Piozzi, an 
Italian singer.  The couple lived happily 
abroad before retiring to a cottage in 
her native Wales.  Her biography of close 
friend Samuel Johnson Anecdotes of 
the Late Samuel Johnson (1786) is still 
considered a major contribution to the 
understanding of the writer today and 
her published diary, autobiography 
and travel observations shed a 
perceptive light on Georgian England.  

Continue along West Street until Boyces 
Street on the right.  Go down this street 
until it opens onto Middle Street. 

attempt on the Downs in the 1930s. 

Zoe Brigden, aquatic entertainer, by 
kind permission of Helen Shipley

Facing the sea, turn left and 
walk along the seafront.

6 Brighton Seafront, 
The Promettes

Brighton, 1956, John King – 
Screen Archive South East

Rewind back to the 1950s and if you 
had a burning question during your 
beachside stroll, you could turn to one 
of Brighton’s legendary ‘Promettes’ for 
help.  These roving female information 
assistants, the brainchild of the town’s 
publicity chief, roamed the seafront, 
answering questions, chatting, lighting 
cigarettes and generally bringing 
a touch of glamour in their high 
heels, uniforms, white gloves, and 
air hostess style hats.  The Promettes 
were mainly recruited from a local 
modelling school and were chosen for 
their looks, poise and language skills.  
Although a much feted symbol of the 
town in their heyday, the ‘walking 
information bureaux with sex appeal’ 
as the Evening Argus newspaper called 
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13 The Royal Pavilion  

The seaside palace of King George IV 
has turned heads and divided opinions 
since it was completed by John Nash 
in 1822. Originally a small farmhouse, 
the building was transformed by the 
prince first into a neoclassical villa and 
finally into the celebration of the exotic 
that still stands today. The Pavilion’s 
many female visitors have had a mixed 
response, not only to its style, but to 
the events that took place in it. ‘Oh, this 
wicked pavilion!’ wrote Mrs Creevey, 
to her husband, the diarist Thomas 
Creevey. ‘We were there til’ half past 
one this morning... and it has kept 
me in bed with a headache til noon 
today.’ Princess Lieven (1785 - 1857), 
the wife of the Russian ambassador, 
was not impressed.  ‘How can one 
describe such a piece of architecture?’  
she wrote in 1822 to her lover, Prince 
Metternich.  ‘The style is a mixture of 
Moorish, Tartar, Gothic and Chinese, 
and all in stone and iron’.  Neither do 
the Chinoiserie interiors appear to have 
been to her taste. ‘There is something 
effeminate in it which is disgusting …  
One spends the evening half-lying on 
cushions, the lights are dazzling; there 
are perfumes, music, liqueurs...’   French 
aristocrat, the Comtesse de Boigne 
(1781 - 1866) wrote in her memoirs of 
visits in 1817 that ‘[The Pavilion] was 
indeed a masterpiece of bad taste.’  

Caroline of Brunswick, from a sketch by 
George Hayter, from The Stranger in the House 

by Howard Coxe (Chatto & Windus, 1939)

11 26 and 34 New Road

These were once the homes of 
novelist and playwright Mary Elizabeth 
Braddon (1835 - 1915). Mary, who 
was sometimes looked down upon by 
the literary establishment for being 
popularist, wrote over 70 novels. Her 
best known work, Lady Audley’s Secret, 
was a pioneer of the sensationalist 
genre and sold in its millions. This page-
turning novel has been adapted for TV, 
film and radio, and is still in print today.  

Enter the Pavilion Gardens opposite.  
Across the restored Regency gardens 
you’ll see the Royal Pavilion.  To your 
left are the sandy bricks and Indian-
style dome of Brighton Museum.  

12 Brighton Museum

Completed in 1808 as riding stables for 
the Prince of Wales (later Prince Regent, 
then George IV), this is now a thriving 
museum with fascinating and unusual 
collections, some of them of national 
importance. Of interest are a small 
selection of ceramics by Clarice Cliff 
(1899 - 1972) and paintings of local 
scenes by Grace Marion Collcutt (1875 
- 1954) who lived nearby on the Old 
Steine.  Also of note is the innovative 
Body Gallery which explores the ways in 
which people have altered their bodies 
for image throughout history. Its displays 
include padded bras, corsets, tattooing 
and piercing equipment, and Chinese 
shoes for bound feet. 

From the Museum it’s a short stroll to 
the entrance of the Royal Pavilion.

League at the 1888 TUC, she passed 
the first ever resolution for equal pay.  
She also co-founded the Women’s 
Trade Union Association, travelling 
to workplaces around the country to 
encourage women to join unions while 
researching and publicising women’s 
working conditions in different trades. 
In addition Clementina played an active 
role in the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies.  Her works include 
Sweated Industry and the Minimum Wage 
(1907), Married Women’s Work (1915),  A 
New Way of Housekeeping (1918) and 
The Agitator (1894), a novel based on 
her experience as a trade union leader.

Clementina’s sister, Constance 
Garnett (1861 - 1946), respected 
translator of the works of Tolstoy, 
Dostoevsky, Turgenev, Gogol, and 
Chekov, was also born here.  

Turn right at ‘The Lanes’ sign into 
Union Street. This area of cafés and 
old-fashioned shops is the oldest part of 
Brighton, its narrow streets testifying to its 
medieval origins.  Turn left into Meeting 
House Lane and follow it until the busy 
shopping thoroughfare of North Street.  
Opposite you‘ll find the pedestrianised 
New Road.  Proceed along it.

10 Theatre Royal  

This theatre, built in 1806, today 
enjoys a reputation which can be traced  
back to one of its early managers, Ellen 
Nye Chart, née Rollason (1839 - 1892). 
This London-born builder’s daughter 
was originally an actress and came to 
Brighton in 1865 to perform here. She 
ended up marrying the theatre’s owner, 
Henry Nye Chart, who had saved the 
theatre from disrepair by extending 
and renovating it. The couple shared 
the theatre’s management but when 
her husband died, Ellen built upon 
his work, pioneering the innovative 
‘flying matinees’, whereby the cast, 
production and props of London 
productions would decamp to Brighton 
by train to perform in the afternoon 
before catching the train back for the 
evening show in the West End. This 
allowed a local audience to see the 
capital’s latest performances and made 
the Theatre Royal one of the most 
popular provincial theatres of the age.  
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This pale grey building, built in 1804 by 
William Porden as the Brighton residence 
of George IV’s first and unofficial wife, 
Maria Fitzherbert (1756 - 1837), played 
a role in one of the most sensational 
royal scandals of our history.  Maria 
was a devout, twice widowed Catholic 
woman when she captivated the 
young Prince of Wales in 1783.  Despite 
frequent rebuttals,  and on one occasion 
fleeing to France to escape his ardent 
attentions, she failed to deter him.  Once 
he even faked a suicide attempt to win 
her to his side.  Although the attraction 
seems to have been mutual, the morally 
upright Maria could not consent to 
become his mistress so the Prince 
married her in a secret ceremony that, 
by contravening the Royal Marriages 
Act of 1772 (which decreed royal 
marriages should be approved by the 
King) was invalid.   Although the Pope 
declared the marriage legitimate, and 
the couple spent much time in Brighton 
living together in the farmhouse that 
was to become the Royal Pavilion, 
Mrs Fitzherbert was never officially 
recognised as his wife.  She withstood 
her strange fate, blowing in and out 
of favour with the Prince, watching 
another woman become his official 
wife, the usual privileges of a royal 
consort forever closed to her, with, 
according to contemporary accounts, 
much dignity.  Although the Prince 
was to associate himself with a great 
number of women in his life, Maria 
seems to have exerted an enduring hold 
on him and, upon his death, he was 
found to have kept his letters from her.  

Go across or around the square towards 
the sea-front, turning left opposite the 
pier and walking along Marine Parade. 
 

17 Marine Parade.  

‘I resided on the Marine Parade, at 
Brighton’. So wrote one of the most 
notorious Regency courtesans and wits, 
Harriette Wilson (1786 - 1845) on the 
first page of her Memoirs (1825).  She 
was describing her first visit to Brighton 
in 1801 as the 15-year-old mistress of 
Lord Craven.  With many things to dislike 
about Craven, not least of which ‘his ugly 
cotton nightcap.  Surely, I would say, all 
men do not wear these ugly, shocking 
nightcaps; else all women’s illusions 
had been destroyed on the first night of 

The Bodyshop was revolutionary for 
putting issues like fairtrade, animal 
testing, the exploitation of women 
by the beauty industry, and excess 
packaging on to the agenda for the 
first time.  Dame Anita used her success 
to highlight the work of organisations 
such as Amnesty International, Friends 
of the Earth, Shelter and the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament.  She was 
also instrumental in helping to set 
up The Big Issue magazine.  Although 
many people were disappointed 
when the Bodyshop was sold to L’Oreal 
in 2006, its legacy of proving that a 
successful business can also have a 
social conscience is undisputed.   

Retrace your steps to the Royal Pavilion 
or take one of the quieter parallel streets 
that run back in the same direction.  This 
is a good area for a tasty, non-chain store 
drink or snack with plenty of cafés to 
choose from. Once at the Royal Pavilion, 
leave the gardens through the other 
gateway (to the right of the building’s 
entrance). This simple stone arch, ‘The 
Indian Gateway’  was awarded to the 
people of Brighton by India in 1921 as 
acknowledgment of the Royal Pavilion‘s 
use as a hospital for wounded Indian 
soldiers during the First World War.  Cross 
North Street, and turn left.  At the corner 
where the road meets the wide open 
space of the Old Steine, turn right.   

16 YMCA Building

Maria Fitzherbert, from The Stranger 
in the House by Howard Coxe 

(Chatto & Windus, 1939)

Other women associated with the 
Royal Pavilion include the ill-fated 
Princess Charlotte (1796 -1817), 
George IV’s only child who died in 
childbirth to great national sadness, 
and her mother, George IV’s detested 
official wife, Caroline of Brunswick 
(1768 - 1821) who suffered a miserable 
honeymoon here while her new 
husband dallied with Lady Jersey.  

Backtrack towards the Museum, this 
time continuing on the path past the 
entrance that leads to an imposing 
Indian-style stone archway.

14 The William IV Gate

This gate was named after George 
IV’s brother and successor, but in local 
imagination it is more associated with 
the next monarch, Queen Victoria (1819 
- 1901). In 1837, it was transformed into 
a triumphal arch covered with flowers 
for her first visit to the town shortly after 
her accession to the throne.  A common 
myth is that Queen Victoria disliked 
Brighton because it bore too much the 
stamp of her rakish and disreputable 
uncle George IV, but she praised the 
city too. Her last visit was in 1845 
and then, approaching 30, she found 
Brighton’s charms wearing thin.  With 
new buildings overlooking the Pavilion, 
and unable to walk by the seafront in 
peace, she craved the privacy she would 
later enjoy at Osborne House. It seems 
that the locals were starting to annoy 
her too. ‘The people are very indiscreet 
and troublesome here,’ she wrote, 
‘which makes this place quite a prison.’

Go through the arch and turn left onto 
Church Street.  After passing the Corn 
Exchange and the Dome, cross the road 
and turn into Gardner Street.  You are now 
in the heart of the North Laine, a lively 
area of co-operatively run food shops, 
vegetarian cafés, and second-hand record, 
books, clothes and furniture shops.  At 
the bottom of this street cross into the 
pedestrianised Kensington Gardens.

15 22 Kensington Gardens

A blue plaque shows where 
businesswoman and social campaigner 
Dame Anita Roddick (1942 - 2007) 
opened the first Bodyshop in 1976.   
Initially selling 25 natural preparations 
made in her kitchen, it grew into a 
business of 2,100 shops in 55 countries.  
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saying ’publish, and be damned!’   –
and he does not come out well!  

Continue walking until you reach the 
narrow Margaret Street.  This is the scene 
of one of Brighton’s most shocking crimes.    

18 Margaret Street

In contrast to the fine-clothed and 
fragrant upper class ladies visiting the 
town in the early-19th century, the tragic 
fate of Celia Holloway, née Bashford 
(1800 - 1831) illustrates the dangers that 
confronted women of sparser means.  
Originally from Ardingly in West Sussex, 
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Celia had the misfortune to become 
pregnant by an unreliable petty thief 
and drifter, John Holloway, in 1825.  
Forced to marry her by the Poor Law 
authorities, John was a violent and 
abusive husband. After he had left her 
to marry another woman bigamously, 
destitute Celia had no option but to 
appeal to the Brighton Poor Law for 
relief.  Holloway was ordered to pay her 
2 shillings maintenance per week.  
Reluctant and probably also unable to 
pay, Holloway hit upon the idea of 
murdering Celia and disposing of the 
body. Luring her to visit him on a street 
nearby on the pretext of a 
reconciliation, Holloway strangled her 
with the help of his new wife. The next 
day the pair dumped Celia’s head and 
some of her limbs in the privy at their 
lodgings here on Margaret Street and 
took the rest to bury in Brighton’s most 
inaptly named street, ‘Lovers Walk’, in 
the north of the town. The weather was 
not kind to them and rain quickly 
washed away the soil, revealing a 
grizzly find for a passer-by shortly 
afterwards. Celia’s other limbs were 
found when the privy in Margaret 
Street was drained. Holloway confessed 
to the murder and was hanged in 
Lewes in1831. The remains of poor 
Celia Holloway were interred in St 
Peter’s churchyard near Preston Manor 
in the north of the town.  

marriage’,  Harriette was soon seeking 
more scintillating company.   Showing 
the entrepreneurial audacity which was 
to become her hallmark, she sent a note 
to the Prince of Wales who happened to 
be in Brighton at the same time.  ‘I am 
told that I am very beautiful,’ she wrote, 
‘so, perhaps, you would like to see me.’  
The amused Prince proposed a meeting 
in London, to which Harriette replied 
cheekily.  ‘To travel fifty-two miles, this 
bad weather, merely to see a man […] 
would, you must admit, be madness, in 
a girl like myself, surrounded by humble 
admirers.’  Harriette‘s Memoirs offer a 
fascinating and spirited depiction of 
the Regency demi-monde, a culture 
in which courtesans were engaged for 
their conversation and entertaining 
company as much as for sex. Harriette 
serialised her experiences in later life as 
a way of making money and charged 
the many men with whom she had 
associated a fee to be left out of the 
manuscript.  Most paid up in what was 
arguably the first ‘kiss and tell’ in history.  
The Duke of Wellington famously didn’t, 
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alongside her family in Highgate 
Cemetery.   

Walk towards the sea. Sussex Square opens 
into the horseshoe of Lewes Crescent with 
its tall mansions and garden in the centre.  

22 18 Lewes Crescent

This is where actress Dame Anna 
Neagle (1904 - 1986) lived following 
her successful stage and screen career 
on both sides of the Atlantic.  Born in 
Essex, Dame Anna is best remembered 
for playing strong women characters 
such as Nell Gwynn in Nell Gwynn (1934), 
Queen Victoria in Victoria the Great 
(1937), Nurse Edith Cavell in Nurse Edith 
Cavell (1939) and Florence Nightingale 
in The Lady With the Lamp (1951). 

23 17 Lewes Crescent.

A blue plaque commemorates 
the ex-home of artist, writer and TV 
presenter, Pearl Binder (1904 - 89).  
Born in Salford, Pearl was fascinated 
by the East End of London, where 
she lived in the 1920s, and wrote a 
musical about the Pearly Kings and 
Queens.  In the 1930s she co-presented 
Clothes Line, the first TV programme 
about the history of fashion.  Her 
other achievements include designing 
costumes for a theatre company, 
writing children’s books, ceramics, 
stained-glass design and sculpture.

24 25/ 26 Lewes Crescent

In 1885 this was the site of 
Wimbledon House School, the pre-
runner of independent girls’ school 
Roedean.  It was opened by the three 
entrepreneurial Lawrence sisters, 
Dorothy (1860 - 1933), Millicent 
(1863 - 1925) and Penelope (1856 - 
1932), collectively nick-named ‘The 
Firm’.  Their aim was to prepare girls 
for the newly-opened Girton and 
Newnham Colleges at Cambridge.  
The school was here for 10 years until 
it moved to its current premises on 
the cliffs about a mile east of here. 

You are now at the very edge of Brighton. 
You can catch a bus back into the centre 
of town from the seafront road in front. 
of you, or go down the steps to beach 
level and walk back towards the pier.

Amendment Act of 1880 to send ex-
brothel children to reform schools.  She 
also published a series of books and 
pamphlets promoting sexual chastity 
in men, which were widely circulated 
and won her considerable renown.  

Continue down St George’s Road until it 
ends at Eaton Place. Turn left here and 
proceed to Eastern Road. Turn right. 
Shortly you’ll find Sussex Square on your 
left and Lewes Crescent on your right.  

21 29 Sussex Square

Now flats, this building once housed the 
school where political activist Eleanor 
Marx (1855 - 1898) worked as a French 
teacher in 1873. When her mother 
discovered that she was being visited 
here by her fiancée, Hyppolite 
Lissagaray, a French ex-Communard 
many years her senior of whom her 
parents disapproved, she was made to 
terminate her work and sent to Germany.  
Already keenly political after travelling 
to socialist congresses worldwide as her 
father Karl’s secretary, Eleanor took up 
many left-leaning causes upon her 
return to London.  She established the 
Women’s Branch of the National Union 
of Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
worked as an interpreter for the 
International Socialist Workers and for 
other European Socialist Congresses, 
and became a founder member of the 
Socialist League. After her father’s death 
in 1883, she managed the publication of 
the unfinished manuscripts of his Das 
Kapital, and also published widely 
herself.  Linguistically talented, Eleanor 
became the first person to translate 
Flaubert’s Madame Bovary into English 
and, after learning Norwegian, translated 
various of Ibsen’s plays.  After a life of 
industry, Eleanor came to a sad end; she 
committed suicide by taking prussic acid 
due, it was largely believed although not 
proven, to the infidelity of her long-term 
partner, Henry Aveling.  She is buried 

At the top of Margaret Street, turn right 
onto the busy thoroughfare St James 
Street.  After about ten minutes, with 
the street becoming more residential, 
you‘ll pass St Joseph’s Church.   

19 St Joseph’s Church 

A plaque indicates the final resting 
place of the hard suffering not-quite-
queen, Maria Fitzherbert.  She 
outlived her royal ’husband’, King 
George IV, by 6 years.  The next king, 
William IV, offered her a dukedom in 
recompense for the hardships she 
had endured, but Maria declined. 

Continue down this street that by now 
has changed its name from Upper St 
James’ Street to St George’s Road.  You 
are now in Kemptown, a residential 
area of small, independently-run shops, 
cafés, and pubs. Just after the post 
office, you’ll reach College Road.

20 12 College Road

This was the residence for a while of 
social reformer Jane Ellice Hopkins 
(1836 - 1904).  A devout Christian, 
Jane believed that society’s problems 
could be alleviated if both men and 
women embraced higher standards 
of sexual morality. She opposed the 
sexual double standard and was 
one of the main protagonists of 
the late-19th century social purity 
movement.  Among her activities, 
she supported the nearby Albion Hill 
Home for Prostitutes, published a sex 
education book The Story of Life (1902), 
toured Britain on behalf of the Ladies 
Association for Friendless Girls and 
campaigned for the Industrial Schools’ 
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